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Yet all these tribes are of closely allied racial stocks,
and the superior moral qualities of the central tribes
would seem to be the direct result of the very severe
group-selection to which their innate pugnacity has
subjected them for many generations. And the greater
strength of their pugnacious instinct, which displays itself
unmistakably in their more martial bearing and more
fiery temper, is probably due ultimately to the more
bracing climate of the central regions, which, by favouring
a greater bodily activity, has led to more frequent conflicts
and a stricter weeding out of the more inoffensive and less
energetic individuals and groups.

Such tribal conflict, which in this remote region has
continued up to the present time, has probably played in
past ages a great part in preparing the civilised peoples of
Europe for the complex social life that they have developed.
Mr. Kidd has insisted forcibly upon this view, pointing
out that the tribes of the central and northern regions of
Europe, which have played so great a part in the later
history of civilisation, were subjected for long ages to a
process of military group-selection which was probably
of extreme severity, and which rendered them, at the time
they first appear in history, the most pugnacious and
terrible warriors that the world has ever seen.1 This
process must have developed not only the individual
fighting qualities, but also the qualities that make for
conscientious conduct and stable and efficient social
organisation. These effects were clearly marked in the
barbarians who overran the Roman Empire. The Ger-
manic tribes were perhaps more pugnacious and possessed
of the military virtues in a higher degree than any other
people that has existed before or since. They were the
most terrible enemies, as Julius Caesar found ; they could
never be subdued because they fought, not merely to gain
any specific ends, but because they loved fighting, i.e.,
because they were innately pugnacious. Their religion

* Principles of Western Civilisation, p. 156: "The ruling fact
which stands clearly out in regarding this movement of peoples as a
whole, is that it must have represented a process of military selection,
probably the most sustained, prolonged," and culminating in character
that the race has ever undergone."